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FEMINIST READING CLUBS IN EUSKAL HERRIA

▸ More than 20 feminist reading clubs in Euskal Herria.
▸ Women writers and literary critics coordinate many of these groups: 

Maite Esnal, Yolanda Arrieta, Kattalin Miner, Uxue Alberdi, Amaia 
Alvarez-Uria…

▸ These clubs measure the importance of feminist movements in EH.
○ Around 400 people collectively sharing their readings.
○ New phenomena which is also taking place in other areas of the Spanish

state.
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feminist agenda euskal literaturan, a case study

origins

▸ Started in 2015

▸ Lead by Gema Lasarte

▸ Managed by the School for

Feminist Empowerment in 

Vitoria-Gasteiz. 

▸ Age range: 25- onwards

▸ Mostly women*

what do we do?

▸ Meet once a month

▸ 2 hour long meetings

▸ Read the same text:

○ Poetry, novels, tales, essays

▸ Discuss major issues in the text

from a gender-based perspective

▸ Dialogical literary chats
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promoting a democratic reading
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dialogical literary chats
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• The interpretation of texts is not the exclusive monopoly of 
scholars, but is the territory for dialogue between people (Pulido y 
Zepa, 2010).

• The structuralist theory is questioned by breaking with the idea 
that a certain cultural status or knowledge is required to interpret
texts.

• Bakthin’s (1981) dialogical approach & Flecha (2000): Dialogism
exists within any text.

• It leads us to "a more critical, reflective and enriching dialogue" 
(Palomares y Domínguez, 2019, p. 41).



dialogical literary chats
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◦Advocating for a polyphonic reading, means breaking with the
hierarchy of the literary canon.

◦Selection criteria in the Feminist Agenda Euskal Literaturan
reading club:

◦ Written by women *
◦ Published in Basque
◦ Make a contribution to feminism
◦ Well-referenced both by the public and by literary criticism



dialogical literary chats
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◦Stone Butch Blues (1993) is translated into Basque, Chinese, Turkish, 

Slovenian, Serbo-Croatian, Greek, Italian, Dutch, and German.

◦It is a peripheral book, outside the canonical corpus, but which gives an

opportunity to generate a polyphonic and collective dialogic gathering.

◦It allows the validation of alternative knowledge, without taking into account

the sociocultural origin: the chains of dialogues (Flecha & Álvarez, 2016)

Contribution Interaction Empowerment



dialogical literary chats: an example

BRING 
SELECTED 

PARAGRAPHS

POLYPHONIC 
READING
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publishing collective 
literary criticism
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Publishing collective literary criticism: social media
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social media



academic work

▸ Conference papers

▸ Workshops

▸ Research articles
▸ Community outreach
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publishing research articles through collective reading
methodology
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How does the reading 
club work?

• 1 reading a month-7 readings
• 10-20 participants
• Choose selected paragraph & justification
• Interaction
• Collective participation

Sample session

• Communicative approach
• 11/16 participants
• Categorized in participation order



publishing research articles through collective reading
methodology

18

Dimensions Categories Subcategories

Author

(How did I feel towards 
the author?)

As a person
As a writer

Text

(Opinions; What have I 
observed?; What does 
the text tell me?; What 
have I understood?)

Macro Narrative
Gender construction

Pedagogic novel

Space setting
Autofiction

Myself (the reader)

(How did I feel?; What 
did I remember?)

As a feminist
As a person



Thanks!
Eskerrik asko!

You can find me at @Andrea_PFdG & andrea.perales@ehu.eus
gema.lasarte@ehu.eus
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